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Let’s Talk Aggression: A Discussion on the Classification of Aggression in 
Clinical Behaviour 

Aggression is the dog behaviour problem most frequently referred to behaviour 
consultants. In addition, aggressive behaviour is a risk to people, other animals and 
the dog itself, given the potential for dogs displaying aggressive behaviour to be 
relinquished or euthanased. However, despite numerous publications on the subject, 
there remains little consistency in how the behaviour is defined and classified in the 
clinical sphere. This inconsistency means that it can be challenging to draw clinically 
relevant conclusions from published literature or to move the research field forward. 
This talk will explore some of the problems in the current approach to talking about 
aggression and make some suggestions as to how, as a profession, we can be 
clearer and more precise.  


